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The Standard City Charter Plan 

It is not commonly known that Cities have no right to democratic government and little power in relation 

to their Provinces or their Federal governments. There is no legal relationship established between Cities and 

their Provinces or the Federation. It is, in fact, surprising to me that this situation has been allowed to exist 

for this long. The Provinces have a reciprocal relationship with the Federal government, but the Cities have 

no such relationship, even though their citizens are required to pay taxes and obey the laws of the Province 

and Federal government. There is thus a disconnect between citizens and the governments that are supposed 

to serve them. 

Meanwhile, a large portion of the immediate needs of citizens, such as all the infrastructure required to 

maintain society, are a responsibility of Cities, which have little power in relation to their Provinces and the 

Federal government. Cities are then left with most of the work and least of support. We need to empower 

our Cities with City Charters. 

The goal of a City Charter is to establish the autonomy of the city and to protect its self-determination and 

self-preservation. The Charter establishes the foundational conditions through which the City relates with 

its Province/State and, ultimately, all the other Regions and Cities of the world. 

Through its Charter, a city can determine the conditions required for the Province to maintain a valid 

contractual position in relation to itself. This establishes a mechanism by which the City can hold its Province 

accountable, by empowering it to respond to the Province, to demand restitution when wronged, and even 

to withdraw its membership and withholding any payments to the Province from its citizens. This enables 

citizens to hold their Provincial government accountable through their City. 

The Charter document is a constitutional contract between the City and the Province, establishing the terms 

and conditions necessary for their relationship to exist, evolve, and flourish. Every interaction between the 

City and the Province could be determined through a Charter, by establishing their basic necessary conditions 

for existence, and the mechanisms through which any conflicts between the City and Province could be 

resolved, thus shaping the nature of their relationship. 

The Province can negotiate with the City which conditions it deems acceptable and which they don’t. 

However, they must be able to justify the burdens the City would have to bear when their conditions are not 

accepted. The rights of the City and their citizens are, thus, always protected by the Charter. The Province 

cannot lawfully impose any unreasonable conditions or deny any reasonable rights to the City, because that 

would lead to an unconscionable contract and, thus, invalid and unenforceable by the courts. 

A Standard Charter could be produced in order to assist Cities to quickly and easily establish basic socially, 

economically and environmentally sustainable conditions necessary for their participation in their contractual 

relations with the Province and, by extension, their Federal government. The Standard Charter could be 

shared with all Canadian Cities through the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, while maintaining their 

individual autonomy in the process. The Standard City Charter will enable citizens to communicate more 

effectively with their government through their Cities, thus allowing them to establish a deeper and more 

seamless connection with their Provincial and Federal governments.  

 


